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Want to change the worl
START WITH
your city.
STOP
WAITING
for Washington.
THE BIGGEST 
DRIVER OF 
GLOBAL ECONOMIC 
GROWTH?
Cities.

INCUBATORS OF INNOVATION
75% 80%
of nation’s GDP of world’s GDP
FOR FIRST TIME SINCE 1920’S, 
URBAN GROWTH
OUTPACING SUBURBAN
GROWTH
(27 of top 51 metros)
Global Urban 
Population Growth.
Million Annually
New Chicagos Each Year


WE CURATE IDEAS.
Trend Spotting 
Research
City 
Vitals
Connected City
Innovative City
Talented City
Your Distinctive City
City Success 
Storytelling
City 
Clusters
Virtual 
Networks
Convenings 
& Events
WE CONNECT PEOPLE.
Change By UsPrize 
Competitions
City 
Dividends
WE CATALYZE CHANGE.
WANT TO CHANGE YOUR CITY?
Start with your Vision of your Future.




“If you change the way you 
look at things, the things 
you look at change.” 
Wayne Dyer

Think about all the information 
created from the dawn of civilization 
up until  2003
Every two days now we create as 
much information as we did from the 
dawn of civilization up until  2003”
ERIC SCHMIDT
EXECUTIVE CHAIRMAN, GOOGLE 
“ 
Last Week
Facebook didn't exist; 
Twitter was a sound; the cloud was 
in the sky; 4G was a parking place; 
LinkedIn was a prison; applications 
were what you sent to college; and 
Skype for most people was a typo.”
TOM FRIEDMAN
AUTHOR, “THAT USED TO BE US”
“
JUST SIX YEARS AGO…
We send over
8 Billion
text messages per day.
42%
JESSICA
What I want 
to do, hasn’t been 
invented yet…”
JASON
“


“I just learned how to skate where the 
puck was going, not where it was.”
WAYNE GRETSKY
Our member driven 
research portfolio.
City Vitals.

• Check engine
Voting
Community Involvement
Economic Integration
Transit Use
Walkability
International Students
Foreign Travel
Internet Connectivity
City Vitals:
15 U.S. Cities’ 
Emerging Downtowns
Denver, Colorado
El Paso, Texas
Des Moines, Iowa
Detroit, Michigan
Louisville, Kentucky
Milwaukee, Wisconsin
Cincinnati, Ohio
Birmingham, Alabama
Grand Rapids, Michigan
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania
Memphis, Tennessee
Atlanta, Georgia
Cleveland, Ohio
Los Angeles, California
New York, New York
Healthline
Cleveland
http://blog.cleveland.com/metro/2011/04/healthline_sees_a_healthy_clim.html
E. 4TH STREET: A RETAIL & DINING HUB
Over-the-Rhine District Improvement
Cincinnati, OH




Wynwood Arts District
A Case Study 








Patents
Venture Capital
Self-employment
Small Businesses
City Vitals:

OHIO HUBS OF 
INNOVATION AND 
OPPORTUNITY
P
GRid70
Grand Rapids, MI
http://www.gvsu.edu/cei/photo-gallery-tesa-grand-rapids-2011-115.htm
Other examples:
RALEIGH RESEARCH TRIANGLE BOSTON’S INNOVATION DISTRICT


College Attainment
Creative Professionals
Young and Restless
Traded Sector Talent
International Talent
City Vitals:
THE GREAT DIVERGENCE

94% More Likely 
to Live in a Central City  
Most Mobile
But More Likely to Anchor after 35




A RISING TIDE
LIFTS ALL 
BOATS
$143 billion $31 billion $31 billion
National city dividends
$143
BILLION
TALENT DIVIDEND


TALENT DIVIDEND NETWORK ENGAGEMENT PLATFORM





Weirdness Index
Culture-HDTV Ration
Restaurant Variety
Internet Search Variety
City Vitals:

SXSW
Austin, TX







THE MOST
Authentic, Humble, Good-Looking
CITY IN AMERICA
*Men’s Health Magazine, 2012
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“Tear down walls, 
build bridges, and 
light fires.”
STEVE JOBS

